RECORD OF DELEGATED DECISION BY 

THE POPRTFOLIO HOLDER FOR CORPORATE AND FINANCE
	Executive Decision –  Councillor Craig Whitby

	Date of Decision 11 June 2021

	Title/Reference: ACCEPTANCE OF FUNDING FOR ROUGH SLEEPING INITIATIVE FROM THE MINISTRY OF HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT FOR JULY 2021 TO MARCH 2022


	Consultee member (if applicable):  

	Key Decision –   Yes
	Delegation Reference: 21/16/PHC&F


	Report and background 
	Yes

	Public  Yes

	Exempt


	Confidential 



	Record of Decision
The Portfolio Holder for Corporate and Finance recommendation to Council be:
(i) That the Council accepts the relevant funding for Rough Sleeping Initiative, MHCLG to be able to fund the housing led project.  

(ii) That the 2021/2022 General Fund revenue budgets be amended accordingly. 



	Reason for the Decision
Mansfield has the highest number of rough sleepers in the County of Nottinghamshire, excluding the City. From the official rough sleeper snapshot that was taken in November 2019, the figure was 22. This is a high figure compared to the national average and the size of the district. Research from the Mansfield Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy 2019-24 has shown that the complexity of the issues that are causing people to rough sleep, need to be tackled by an intensive homeless project which this funding would provide. 
The Mansfield First Steps project has been a very successful project in reducing the rough sleeper figures in Mansfield. The official 2020 rough sleeper count number was 7 and on the weekly street outreach report we are finding 7 rough sleepers.
The project will continue to deliver supported housing for multiple complex needs clients but the funding will allow for extended specialist roles in the project such as a Consultant Psychologist, Counselling sessions and an employment worker. With the new funding we want to sustain the tenancies of the clients that we have accommodated and offer specialist support for their mental health needs.

Referrals for the project will come directly from the MDC Homeless team and the Rough Sleeper Action Groups. MDC will continue to have full nomination rights into the project.



	Other options considered but rejected

Not to accept the funding. Given that there is funding available to support this vulnerable group this would not be a supported option

	Decision subject to call in:  Yes

	


Signed:………………………………………        
Portfolio Holder for Corporate and Finance
Date: 11 June 2021
Contact Officer 
Christine Fisher 

Designation:

Housing Operations & Safeguarding Manager 

Telephone:

07395 283405

E-mail:

cfisher@mansfield.gov.uk
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